It was found while using adrenalin in the febrile and asthenic condition which is not uncommon among the leprosy patients at Gobra Leper Hospital, that in a large proportion of cases nerve pains were remarkably relieved. As a result all cases of nerve pain were treated with adrenalin, 3 to 5 minims of 1 in 1,000 adrenalin chloride solution (P. D. & Co.) in 30 minims of saline being injected intramuscularly. With a few exceptions in which there was no effect, this remedy was found to relieve the pains within a very short time.
The relief caused by adrenalin suggested that ephedrine, which has an action similar in many respects to that of adrenalin, might have the same effect. This was found to be the case, and indeed ephedrine was found to be more efficient and lasting in its action, having besides the additional advantage that it can be taken orally, whereas adrenalin in order to produce any result has to be injected. 
